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Community of Scholars 
American University 

4400 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20016-8071 

 
Diplomacy and Dictators: U.S. Foreign Policy in an Uncertain World 

SIS-196-N01HB/N03HB 
Summer 2013 (3 credits) 

July 8, 2013 – August 2, 2013 

Location: SIS 233 

Instructor: Tom Long, Ph.D. 

Office: SIS T-10J 

Course description 

How does the United States define its role in the world? How does it set and pursue goals? How does it 

work with allies and confront rivals? All of these questions cut to the heart of foreign policy. This course 

will employ three interwoven components—theories, institutions, and issues—to help students develop 

answers to these questions. The study of different theoretical approaches will offer students diverse 

perspectives on U.S. actions. A study of the institutions and processes of U.S. diplomacy will give 

students an understanding of foreign policy’s “nuts and bolts.” Finally, students will probe whether 

theories and institutional knowledge shed light on contemporary issues. A running simulation of the 

National Security Council will put the class into policymakers’ shoes, challenging students to synthesize 

theory and institutions as they make decisions about how to approach crucial issues in U.S.-China 

relations.  

Course format 

The course will combine an initial week of online study with two intensive weeks on the campus of 

American University. Students will then complete an individual assignment, a well-research policy 

memorandum in which they will cover a foreign policy issue of their choosing from the perspective of 

the U.S. government. The online segment of the course will be conducted largely on Blackboard, and will 

include readings, videos, audio lectures, Powerpoint presentations, and student responses. The 

unfolding simulation will play a major role in the on-campus portion, which will also include lectures, 

readings, discussions, and individual work. Students will be expected to participate actively in class and 

in the simulation, to read selections in advance on Blackboard, to complete written assignments and 

group presentations. 
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Course objectives 

1. Students will understand the key concepts employed in the study of international relations and 

foreign policy.  

2. Students will be able to explain the differences between the theories studied.  

3. Students will explore the uncertain international environment that policymakers face. 

4. Students will critically assess policymakers’ decisions and rhetoric. 

5. Synthesize lessons from across the course to gain an improved understanding on some of 

today’s important international events and challenges through discussions and simulations. 

Learning outcomes 

By the end of the course, students should: 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the theories and concepts covered in class through their work 

on quizzes and by cogently referring to them in class participation and written work. 

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the central institutions and processes of U.S. foreign policymaking 

through the second quiz, the role memo, and the NSC simulation. 

3. Demonstrate an understanding of theories and processes of foreign policy decision-making 

through class and simulation participation and in their final memo. 

4. Critically examine a major issue that faces the United States today through research and writing 

of a final paper. 

Academic Integrity 

Standards of academic conduct are set forth in the University's Academic Integrity Code. By registering, 

you have acknowledged your awareness of the Academic Integrity Code, and you are obliged to become 

familiar with your rights and responsibilities as defined by the Code. Violations of the Academic Integrity 

Code will not be treated lightly, and disciplinary actions will be taken should such violations occur. 

Please see me if you have any questions about the academic violations described in the Code in general 

or as they relate to particular requirements for this course. 

You will find the full code online at: http://www.american.edu/academics/integrity/code.htm. 

Plagiarism: Academic Regulations (80.00.00 Academic Integrity Code) 

Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s words, ideas, or work as one’s own without 

attribution. Plagiarism may involve using someone else’s wording without using quotation marks—a 

distinctive name, a phrase, a sentence, or an entire passage or essay. Misrepresenting sources is 

another form of plagiarism. The issue of plagiarism applies to any type of work, including exams, papers, 

or other writing, computer programs, art, music, photography, video, and other media.  

More information can be found at http://www.american.edu/provost/registrar/regulations/reg80.cfm 

 

http://www.american.edu/academics/integrity/code.htm
http://www.american.edu/provost/registrar/regulations/reg80.cfm
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Taking an online course 

To succeed in an online course, it is crucial that a student keeps up with the readings and assignments. 

This requires significant self-discipline. Since Blackboard takes the place of the classroom, it is essential 

that students log on each day to do readings and join discussions. I expect that students will do three 

hours of work each day, or about 15-18 hours a week. To help make sure students keep up with the 

work, each module has a set deadline for the completion of all work and responses. Students must have 

finished all readings, quizzes, discussion posts and assignments by that date – though you are 

encouraged to continue responding to one another on discussion boards after the end of the module.  

Late work will receive no credit. 

Emergency preparedness for disruption of class  

In the event of an emergency, American University will implement a plan for meeting the needs of all 

members of the university community. Should the university be required to close for a period of time, 

we are committed to ensuring that all aspects of our educational programs will be delivered to our 

students. These may include altering and extending the duration of the traditional term schedule to 

complete essential instruction in the traditional format and/or use of distance instructional methods. 

Specific strategies will vary from class to class, depending on the format of the course and the timing of 

the emergency. Faculty will communicate class-specific information to students via AU e-mail and 

Blackboard, while students must inform their faculty immediately of any absence. Students are 

responsible for checking their AU e-mail regularly and keeping themselves informed of emergencies. In 

the event of an emergency, students should refer to the AU Student Portal, the AU Web site (www. 

prepared. american.edu) and the AU information line at (202) 885-1100 for general university-wide 

information, as well as contact their faculty and/or respective dean’s office for course and school/ 

college-specific information. 

Expectations for participation and assignments 

A-quality work: The student displays an excellent grasp of assigned and recommended materials. He or 

she makes original arguments and communicates points exceptionally well, employs relevant examples 

from current affairs and history. Writing and speaking is thoughtful and grammatically correct. Readings 

are referred to and cited in a way that shows the student has fully grasped their main points. This 

student responds thoughtfully and politely to fellow students, while also challenging classmates to 

improve, defend, or clarify their arguments. 

B-quality work: The student completes all the assigned work and that work displays an understanding of 

the main points communicated by the authors. His or her work is original and cleanly written, citing 

sources where necessary. The student engages in relevant discussion with fellow classmates and is an 

active participant in the simulation. 

C-quality work: The student’s work shows an incomplete grasp of assigned readings. The work and 

participation appears to lack effort, is unclear, or is sloppily written. Relevant examples are not used. 

The student’s responses to classmates do not exhibit thoughtfulness, or the student does not engage in 

class discussion. 

http://american.edu/
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D or failing work: Work is late or incomplete. The student has not completed readings before 

participating and makes little effort to understand key themes. Writing contains major flaws in grammar 

and organization. Work is not original, does not cite sources, or plagiarizes (resulting in an automatic 

failure and referral to the associate dean). Responses to classmates are thoughtless or rude. 

Grading / assessment 

Grades in the course will be based on the following assignments: 

 Class participation (10%): Class attendance is mandatory. In addition, students are expected to 

contribute actively to the course, demonstrating an understanding of the material covered in 

seminars and readings, including those from the online portion. Students are expected to keep 

abreast of current events that relate to the course’s theme. Participation in simulations will 

constitute a major portion of this grade. 

 Simulation participation (15%) Students’ participation in the simulation will be graded based on 

the quality of their participation in NSC sessions and in group writing and presentations. 

 NSC role memo (15%): In a 500-word role memo, each student will summarize the key interests 

of the actor he/she will be playing department or agency he/or she will be playing in the NSC 

simulation. This will help students gain an understanding of U.S. foreign policy institutions and 

make add a depth of understanding to the simulation. 

 NSC briefing memo (20%): One 750—1000-word paper will be assigned to prepare for the NSC 

simulation. The paper will be written while on campus, and the exact topic will be determined 

through the simulation (with guidance from the professor). The briefing memo will be a 

substantive paper meant to enhance the student’s knowledge of the latest developments in a 

given aspect of U.S.-China relations. The exact theme of each student’s paper will be 

determined in the simulation. 

 Policy memo outline (10%): While on campus, students must turn in a detailed outline of the 

policy memo they plan to write after leaving AU. This exercise is intended to make sure students 

understand the assignment and have selected appropriate and manageable topics. Students are 

encouraged to speak with the instructor about their topic before writing the memo. 

 Individual policy memos (30%): Each student is to write a 1,500-word policy memo covering a 

current dilemma faced by U.S. foreign policymakers. The student should choose one issue of 

importance to the U.S., provide a brief background on the actors involved, summarize the 

problem facing U.S. policymakers, explain the range of options for the United States, and make 

an argument about what course of action the U.S. should pursue. The memo should be written 

from a particular, bureaucratic point of view (Ambassador, Defense Department advisor, etc.) 

and be addressed to key U.S. decision makers on the National Security Council. It should 

demonstrate an understanding not just of the issue but of the bureaucratic context of U.S. 

policymaking.  
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Technology in the classroom 

 No cell phones, mp3 players, or laptops may be used in the classroom without the advance 

permission of the instructor. Students using any of these items will be asked to leave for the 

remainder of the class period as to not disturb fellow classmates. 

Dress code 

 Appropriate dress is required, especially for guest speakers and site visits. Students should wear 
business casual clothing. Jeans, shorts, revealing clothing, or clothing with offensive slogans or 
images will not be permitted. (Shorts are OK for class-only days.) Inappropriately dressed 
students will be asked to excuse themselves from the day’s class or activity. 

Trouble-shooting 

 If you experience difficulty in this course for any reason, please don’t hesitate to consult with 
me. In addition to the resources of the department, a wide range of services is available to 
support you in your efforts to meet the course requirements. 

Academic Support Center (x3360, MGC 243) offers study skills workshops, individual instruction, tutor 
referrals, and services for students with learning disabilities. Writing support is available in the ASC 
Writing Lab or in the Writing Center, Battelle 228. 

Counseling Center (x3500, MGC 214) offers counseling and consultations regarding personal concerns, 
self-help information, and connections to off-campus mental health resources. 

Disability Support Services (x3315, MGC 206) offers technical and practical support and assistance with 
accommodations for students with physical, medical, or psychological disabilities.  

  If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please notify me in a timely manner 
with a letter from the Academic Support Center or Disability Support Services so that we can 
make arrangements to address your needs. 

Blackboard Help: blackboard@american.edu or 202.885.3904 (and link for AU BB) 
Help Desk:  help@american.edu 

  

mailto:help@american.edu
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Online-portion schedule 

Monday, July 8 – Saturday, July 13 

Module 1: Cooperation and conflict in the international system 

Lecture: Concepts, conflict, and cooperation in International Relations 

Key questions: What are anarchy, power, interest, realism, and liberalism in the study of IR? 

Issue: Predicting the future of U.S.-China relations 

Readings: Stephen Walt, “One World, Many Theories;” Bruce Jentleson, American Foreign Policy, pp. 6-8 

Issue / simulation reading: Christopher Layne, “China’s challenge to U.S. hegemony;” Joseph Nye, “The 

Twenty-First Century Will Not Be a Post-American World,” International Studies Quarterly,  

Comment: See questions on discussion board 

Simulation: Select role for NSC simulation 

For information on the NSC and different roles, see Whittaker et. al., National Security Policy Process, 

especially pp. 5-17, 24-29; Jerel Rosati and James Scott, The Politics of United States Foreign Policy,” and 

search the Washington Post, New York Times, and Roll Call. 

Module 2: Studying foreign policy 

Lecture: Bridging the domestic and international 

Key questions: What is foreign policy? How should we understand concepts like national security, 

national interest, and diplomacy? Who are the key actors in foreign policymaking? 

Reading: Robert Papp, “American National Interests;” Bruce Jentleson, American Foreign Policy, pp. 9-

18; Alex Mintz and Karl DeRouen Jr., Understanding Foreign Policy Decision Making, pp. 3-9, 18-21 

Simulation: Research role and draft 500-word memo 

Simulation reading: Kenneth Lieberthal, “Bringing Beijing Back In,” in Brookings Institution Presidential 

Briefing Book 

Due: Friday, July 12, 2013: NSC role memo (about 500 words, questions will be provided) 

Residential portion schedule  

Monday, July 15: Debating the U.S. role in the world 

9 am: Opening ceremony 

10 a.m.-noon: Class. Introductions. Review of any outstanding items from the online portion.  

Class discussion: What is the U.S. role in the world? What threats does the U.S. face? What 

opportunities does it have? Should the U.S. pull back or lean forward? 

Readings: Robert A. Pastor, “Divided by a Revolutionary Vision” (Note: The Pastor reading is quite long. I 

want you to focus on pp. 191-195 and pp. 233-238, but the historical overview would be very helpful for 

many of you); Steven Hook, U.S. Foreign Policy, pp. 1-10; Posen, “Pull Back” and Brooks, Ikenberry, and 

Woolforth, “Lean Forward,” in Foreign Affairs. 

Simulation: Role introductions. Students should present a brief summary of their role memo. 
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Tuesday, July 16: Institutions: Foreign policy process 

9-10 a.m.: Lecture: The President and Congress: Parchment and Practice 

10-11 a.m.: Discussion 

Key questions: How are foreign policy powers divided in the U.S. government? Does this promote better 

policy? Should Congress be more or less involved in policymaking?  

Readings: U.S. Constitution, Articles I and II; Jerel Rosati and James Scott, The Politics of United States 

Foreign Policy, pp. 291-296, 308-322 

Issue: New forms of war? Drone strikes, counterterrorism, and regime change 

Issue reading: Economist selections on NSA spying and drone warefare (on Blackboard) 

Simulation: Cheng Li, “China in revolution and war,” in Brookings Presidential Briefing Book, pp. 59-62 

11 a.m.-noon: NSC Simulation brainstorming meeting. Run by NSA to assess topics for the NSC briefing 

memos. 

 

Wednesday, July 17: Institutions: Foreign policy process 

9 a.m.-noon. Class trip to Capitol Hill (speakers pending) 

 

Thursday, July 18, Institutions: Foreign policy process 

3 p.m.: Lecture: Executive branch foreign policy making 

Key questions: Who are the players in the executive foreign policy process? Does bureaucratic politics 

affect the making of US policy? 

Readings: Daniel S. Papp, American Foreign Policy, ch. 8; Jerel Rosati and James Scott, The Politics of 

United States Foreign Policy,” pp. 95-109, 127-132, 158-162, 174-177, 194-203  

5-6 p.m.: NSC simulation #1. The president, NSA, and VP should prepare an agenda for the meeting and 

should guide the discussion. Each department and agency should bring what they consider the most 

important issues that need to be addressed. By the end of the meeting, briefing topics should be 

assigned. 

 

Friday, July 19: Theory: Analytical approaches to foreign policy 

9 a.m. Class.  

Lecture: Levels of foreign policy analysis: State and sub-state 

Key questions: What are the main approaches to understanding foreign policy? How do they differ from 

the IR theories discussed earlier? 

Readings: Alex Mintz and Karl DeRouen, Jr., Understanding Foreign Policy Decision Making, pp. 38-47, 

68-80; Spanier and Uslaner, “The Rational Actor Model and Crisis Decisions,” in American Foreign Policy 

Making, pp. 303-310 

11 a.m.-noon: Guest speaker. Intelligence Officer Andrew Dallas, Defense Intelligence Agency. 

 

Monday, July 22: United Nations Security Council Simulation 

9 a.m. – 2 p.m.: “The Crisis in Syria,” Model UNSC Simulation (all three classes) 

Readings: UNSC Simulation packet (will be handed out the prior week) 
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Tuesday, July 23: NSC Simulation #2 

Due before class: NSC simulation briefing memo (750-1000 words) 

4-6 p.m.: NSC simulation #2. Students will present their NSC memoranda, and then debate policy 

recommendations. President will order proposals of policy options. 

Simulation reading: Bush et. Al., “Calming the Eastern Seas,” in Brookings, pp. 37-40; Yan Xuetong, “Let’s 

Not Be Friends,” Foreign Policy 

 

Wednesday, July 24: Theory: Analytical approaches to foreign policy 

9 a.m.-noon: Class 

Lecture: Interests and uncertainty: Studying foreign policy decisions 

Key questions: What factors influence individual decision makers? How do these explain continuity and 

change in U.S. foreign policy? 

Class discussion: Uncertainty and bad options in U.S. policy in Syria 

Readings: Alex Mintz and Karl DeRouen, Jr., Understanding Foreign Policy Decision Making, ch. 6 

Issue readings on Syria (see Blackboard)  

 

Thursday, July 25: Contemporary issues for U.S. foreign policy 

Due before class: Outline of final policy memorandum 

9 a.m. Class. 

Lecture: From fighting the dragon to a jungle of snakes? 

Key questions: What are the main issues that U.S. policymakers face? How have these changed? 

Readings: Ralph G. Carter, Contemporary Cases in U.S. Foreign Policy, introduction 

Issue: The war on drugs 

Issue readings: David Shirk, “The Drug War in Mexico,” pp. 3-6; Fulton Armstrong, “End the drug war;” 

Shannon O’Neil, “How Mexico can win the drug war, Colombia’s way” 

Class discussion: How should the United States deal with transnational problems? 

11-noon: NSC simulation #3: Presentation of policy options. Students will move to draft a group NSC 

decision memorandum. 

 

Friday, July 19: Synthesis 

9 a.m.: Class discussion 

Key questions: What are the main challenges the United States faces today? How should it respond? 

What should its role in the world be? 

Reading: Robert Kagan, “Not Fade Away,” The New Republic; Martin Indyk and Robert Kagan, “A Plastic 

Moment,” in Brookings Institution Presidential Briefing Book 

10 a.m.: NSC simulation #4: Assemble a final draft of the NSC Decision Memorandum to present to the 

president for his/her signature. 

11 a.m.: Closing ceremony 

 

Due August 2 by 6 p.m. EST: Final policy memo  


